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JUVENILE WELFARE BOARD OF PINELLAS COUNTY
Budget Workshop – June 16, 2005
MINUTES
Present:

Van Sayler, Chair; John Milford, Secretary; Cecilia Burke; Janet
Caramello; Judge Irene Sullivan; Commissioner Kenneth T. Welch;
James E. Mills, Executive Director; Kathy Helmuth, Director,
Communications (substituting for Amy Daly)

Absent:

Joseph A. Smith, Vice Chair; Bob Dillinger; Bernie McCabe; Dr. Clayton
Wilcox; Beth Wilson

Mr. Sayler called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and drew the Board’s
attention to a memo requesting consideration of changing the regularly
scheduled Board meeting date for July from the 14th to the 11th. It was noted that
the rest of the Board would be surveyed. Lisa Sahulka, Director, Programs and
Finance, provided an overview of the 2005-06 budget along with a brief history of
revenue and expenditures.
During discussion on the potential purchase of property, discussion centered on
the uses for the property (possibilities include training, staff relocation, resource
center for families, larger conference room for Board meetings, a child care
learning lab in partnership with CCC), the 49th Street property and whether to
maintain ownership (Mr. Sayler requested information on selling the property vs.
continued ownership) and the Enterprise Fund. Consensus favored exploration
of the purchase of property. Ms. Caramello noted her preference for continued
ownership of the 49th Street property as long as it continued to generate revenue
and appreciate in value.
During a brief discussion on a pilot program for an ombudsman within the foster
care system, staff noted that Mr. Dillinger would further be discussing this at the
July meeting.
Questions/comment on Safe Start included the allocation of the budgeted funds,
the services provided, the OJJDP funding requirements and the collaboration of
the agencies providing the services.
Additional discussion centered on human services planning, low average income
for Pinellas County, the foster care system, voluntary pre-kindergarten and staff
decision to shelve a forty-hour work week due to increased costs in the Florida
State Retirement system and insurance.
Commissioner Welch complimented staff on the budget presentation.
Respectfully submitted,

John Milford
Secretary

